
The humaniTarian refugee crisis is unprecedenTed in Terms of 
The number of people involved
As of early march 2016, already 140 thousand people crossed the Mediterranean Sea to seek 
asylum in Europe. In 2015, more than 1 million arrivals by sea were recorded and 1.3 million asylum 
requests recorded. As of today 4.8 million Syrians are hosted in neighbouring countries, including 
2.7 million in Turkey. These numbers are unprecedented, with little prospect for improvement in 
the near future. 

The strong concentration of asylum seekers in just a handful of entry points and destination 
countries (including neighboring countries of Syria) fuels the public’s anxiety and raises the issue 
of burden sharing. Key building blocks of the European migration and asylum framework are now 
challenged (e.g. Schengen, Dublin) and mutual trust within the European Union (EU) is undermined. 
Moreover, welcoming and integration systems are under strong pressure and concerns regarding 
the integration of refugees and their children are at the highest.

Immediate policy responses have had to deal with saving lives at sea; providing emergency 
support to refugees and asylum seekers; reinforcing border controls and improving burden-sharing 
mechanisms and co-ordination mechanisms with origin and transit countries.

These actions need to be pursued but also complemented by actions more focused on the medium- 
and longer-term challenges: to fostering the integration of immigrants and their children; to better 
anticipating future developments and possible policy responses; to better using alternative legal 
migration pathways; to combatting smuggling networks and corruption associated to irregular 
migration and to starting to rebuilding trust on migration issues.

The OECD calls for a bold, co-ordinated, global and comprehensive policy response to this crisis 
that will also serve to tackle future challenges associated to migration.

recenT oecd publicaTions regarding The refugee crisis  
making integration Work: refugees and others in need of protection 
The OECD series Making Integration Work draws on key lessons from the OECD’s work on integration, 
particularly the Jobs for Immigrants country reviews series. The objective is to summarise in a non-
technical way the main challenges and good policy practices to support the lasting integration of 
immigrants and their children for selected key groups and domains of integration. Each volume 
presents ten lessons and examples of good practice, complemented by synthetic comparisons of 
the integration policy frameworks in OECD countries. This first volume deals with refugees and 
others in need of protection, referred to as humanitarian migrants.

can we put an end to human smuggling? (policy brief, december 2015)
In the first ten months of 2015, more than 1.2 million illegal border crossings at the external border 
of the EU have been detected, a level never seen before in Europe. Available evidence suggests 
that irregular migration also persists in other parts of the world at high levels. Most of the migrants 
who use these routes put their lives in the hands of unscrupulous human smugglers and traffickers, 
who make big money out of this business. Tackling these crimes has become a top priority for 
policy makers. This policy brief scrutinises the factors that facilitate human trafficking, as well as 
the smuggling routes to OECD countries. It synthesises available evidence and reviews existing 
policy tools for tackling such crime. It emphasises the need to undermine the business model 
of smugglers, including by reducing the demand for smuggling, fighting against corruption and 
addressing the root causes for irregular migration.
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how will the refugee surge affect the european economy? (policy brief, november 2015)
In the first three quarters of 2015, more than one million asylum requests were registered in the OECD. The total number by the end 
of the year is likely to rise significantly given the intensity of most recent new inflows. Such huge inflows will have an economic 
impact, on both on public finances and the labour market. This edition of Migration Policy Debates provides an assessment of the 
possible economic impact of the refugee crisis in Europe. It stresses that while there will obviously be short-term costs arising 
from such large flows, there will also be sizeable economic and public-finance benefits, provided that refugees are integrated into 
the labour market.

is this humanitarian migration crisis different? (policy brief, september 2015)
The current humanitarian crisis is unprecedented with an appalling and unacceptable human cost. The number of refugees 
is unparalleled in recent times. The diversity of nationalities, motives for migration and individual profiles also creates a huge 
challenge for asylum systems and welcoming communities in main European destination countries. Moreover, given the complexity 
of its main driving forces, there is unfortunately little hope that the situation will improve significantly in the near future. This edition 
of Migration Policy Debates looks at the most recent developments in the humanitarian migration crisis and what makes this crisis 
different from previous ones.

international migration outlook 2015 
This annual OECD flagship publication on migration analyses recent developments in migration movements and policies in OECD 
countries and key non-OECD countries. It includes special chapters on key issues regarding the management of migration and 
integration as well as detailed country notes for 38 countries on recent policy changes. Recent editions include in-depth analyses 
of the fiscal impact of migration, of integration policies and policies to facilitate mobility of certain professions. 

indicators of immigrant integration 2015: settling in
This joint OECD-EC publication presents the first broad international comparison across all EU and OECD countries of the outcomes 
for immigrants and their children in host countries. The report provides detailed evidence on the socio economic performance of 
immigrants and their children on various sets of indicators (labour market, household income and poverty risk, education, housing, 
health, civic engagement, etc.). The previous edition was released in 2012. 

connecting with emigrants: a global profile of diasporas 2015 
This joint OECD-AFD publication gathers a broad range of statistical information on migrant populations by country of birth, with 
the aim to help policy makers in origin countries to mobilise migrants’ skills. It contains 140 country notes summarising diaspora 
sizes and their locations; the key characteristics and information on the desire to emigrate among different population groups. The 
previous edition was released in 2012. 

forThcoming oecd Work Will consider alTernaTive paThWays 
The 2016 edition of International Migration Outlook (see www.oecd.org/migration/imo) will include a special chapter on the 
“Response of migration policies to geopolitical shocks”. This publication will be released in New York just before or during a side 
event on 19 September. 

The focus of this work will be partly on additional pathways for refugees and specifically on the potential for existing pathways 
for legal migration and mobility to be used and adapted also to benefit refugee populations. This is, of course, just a piece of the 
puzzle, but one that may prove essential for those caught in protracted displacement situations, and in need of alternatives to 
resettlement and smugglers. The report will also touch upon various initiatives to improve the situation of refugees and displaced 
people by fostering labour market integration and mobility.

The chapter will also analyse the most recent developments and will draw some lessons from the management of previous 
humanitarian crises. A special workshop will be organised at the OECD on 15 June for OECD delegates to discuss the main findings 
of this study.

For futher information, please see http://www.oecd.org/migration/


